
                  
 

ARR Appendix B 
Approved Plant List 
(Revised 5/10/2021) 

 
 
 
PURPOSE 
The Approved Plant List was created by Vitalia’s Architectural Review Committee (ARC). 
The purpose of the Approved Plant List is to communicate the approved plants for residential use in Vitalia 
The use of the Approved Plant List is two-fold.  For use by residents planning their landscaping projects.  For 
use by the ARC when reviewing ARC applications. 
The Approved Plant List is based on two books, "Easy Gardens for South Florida" and "Best Garden Color for 
Florida" both authored by Pamela Crawford and available at the Captiva Clubhouse for reference.  The 
University of Florida's Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences was an additional resource 
(www.ifas.ufl.edu). 
The Approved Plant List includes popular plants for the South Florida region inclusive of The Tradition in Saint 
Lucie County. 
If a homeowner would like to request additions to the Approved Plant List, please send your request to the 
ARC. 
 
CONSIDERATIONS 
The Approved Plant List was subject to a number of considerations, as follows: 
Vitalia is well-established, thus the majority of plants already exist within the community.  To avoid further use 
of the unapproved plants, all new plant additions must be approved by the ARC using the updated version of 
the Approved Plant List. 
Vitalia’s HOA employs a landscape contractor to maintain Vitalia’s plants, thus both the growth rate and the 
ease of maintenance are important factors for controlling current costs and for avoiding future cost increases. 
The homeowner may be responsible for maintaining certain aspects of their landscaping, thus approved plants 
need to be easy and safe to maintain. 
Based on appearance and maintenance factors, canopy and palm trees with a maximum height of 25-30’ are 
appropriate for a residence in Vitalia. 
Ease of maintenance includes the self-cleaning feature of palm trees whereby dead fronds automatically fall to 
the ground.  The palms requiring maintenance to remove dead fronds, or the palms with a self-cleaning delay 
(fronds are dead but still exist for a while) are not approved for a residence especially when considering how 
critical this maintenance is in anticipation of a hurricane. 
Another maintenance concern is with dangerous tips and spines, or even thorns on a plant.  Several plants 
with these dangerous features are not approved. 
Many plants have components (roots, stems, leaves, flowers, fruits, seeds) found to be irritating, toxic, and/or 
poisonous to humans, dogs, cats, and/or horses.  After researching several reputable resources, the plants 
with the most serious concerns are not approved.  Many plants have a few concerns in this regard thus should 
be selected accordingly. 
Several plants are susceptible to high winds, that is, they can defoliate, lose branches, and/or fall over when 
exposed to strong winds, especially in a hurricane situation.  The plants whose wind tolerance is considered 
low are not approved. 
 
A plant’s susceptibility to diseases and pests is often related to environmental concerns.  Examples include the 
water retention of the soil, and the exposure to the sun.  A short description of diseases and pests is included 
in the Approved Plant List.  Each homeowner is responsible for ensuring their plants avoid the contributing 

http://www.ifas.ufl.edu/


factors to these diseases and pests.  Most important, do not plant anything near the swale if it’s susceptible to 
root rot (from too much water). 
Several plants attract unwelcome critters thus are not approved for use in Vitalia.  For similar reasons, bird 
feeders are also not approved due to spilled seeds.  Critters can become dependent on a food source from a 
homeowner's garden, and have been known to peck through a screen in an attempt to access a plant or bird 
seed.  Most citizens do not realize it is illegal to feed the cranes, racoons, alligators, and foxes in Florida, and 
is considered a second-degree misdemeanor with associated fines (first time, $500.00). 
 
ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES 
 
In addition to consulting the Approved Plant List, ensure the following guidelines are adopted when planning a 
landscaping project: 
The swales between our individual lots allow for drainage thus need to remain unencumbered; trees cannot be 
planted less than 2' from a swale. 
When planning your landscaping requirements, ensure there is appropriate egress for all mowing operations 
(60” clearance into and out of your turf areas). 
Plants can never be placed in front of the community’s Florida Power and Light (PPL) electrical transformer 
boxes. 
If using stone, black, brown of tan edging must be installed as a retention barrier. 
When using mulch, ensure it is the same mulch as is currently in use in Vitalia (the mulch quality sometimes 
changes as new products become available). 
Once your landscaping project has been negotiated with your landscaping contractor, be sure to turn in an 
ARC application for pre-approval. 
Even small plant projects require ARC pre-approval, for example, the addition of potted plants and/or yard art. 
Pre-approval normally takes 4 weeks, however, please allow a longer period when requesting “new” plants 
(those not currently listed in the Approved Plant List). 
Until pre-approval notification is received via email, do not proceed with your landscaping project. 
If changes are negotiated ahead or during the install, such changes need to be communicated to the ARC, 
possibly via a second ARC application. 
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Accent Agave, False 
Variegated 

Furcraea foetida 
'Variegata' 

4-5' x 4-5' medium sometimes 
spines 
develop on 
the sides of 
the leaves 

both n/a high occasional 
snails, leaf 
spots from 
overwaterin
g 

Accent Bird of 
Paradise, 
White 

Strelitzia nicolai 8-20' x 6-
12' 

medium none both n/a low spiraling 
whitefly; 
frequent 
scale if 
under 
screening 

Accent Bromeliad, 
Alcantarea 
spp. 

Alcantarea 
odorata and 
Alcantarea 
imperialis 

4' x 4' 
over time 

slow none both n/a high none 

Annual Alyssum; 
Sweet 
Alyssum 

Lobularia 
maritima 

3-6" x 8" medium none both n/a medium none 

Annual Begonia, 
Dragon Wing 

Begonia ‘Angel 
Wing’ 

16-24" x 
12-18" 

medium if eaten, 
irritant 
may lead 
to 
breathing 
difficulties 

both n/a medium fungus, rare 

Annual Begonia, Wax Begonia x 
semperflorens-
cultorum 

12" x 8-
12" 

medium if eaten, 
irritant 
may lead 
to 
breathing 
difficulties 

both n/a medium fungus 

Annual Caladium Caladium x 
hortulanum 

8-20" x 
10-14" 

medium if eaten, 
poisonous; 
sap may 
irritate skin 

both n/a medium slugs and 
snails 

Annual Coleus Plectranthus 
scutellarioides 

6-36" x 8-
18" 

medium none both n/a medium root rot with 
wet soil, 
aphids, 
mites, 
mealybugs, 
caterpillars, 
slugs 

Annual Creeping 
Jenny 

Lysimachia 
nummularia 
'Aurea' 

18" trails fast none contai
ner 

n/a medium none 

Annual Crossandra 
'Orange 
Marmalade' 

Crossandra 
infundibuliformis 
'Orange 
Marmalade' 

14-36" x 
14-36" 

medium none both n/a unknown none 



Annual Dusty Miller; 
Silver 
Ragwort 

Jacobaea 
maritima 

18-36" x 
8-12" 

fast can be 
poisonous 

ground n/a unknown susceptible 
to rust 

Annual Gaillardia; 
Blanket 
Flower 

Gaillardia 
pulchella 

12-24" x 
10-12" 

fast none both n/a unknown root rot if 
soil is too 
wet 

Annual Geranium Pelargonium x 
hortorum 

12-24" x 
12-18" 

medium if eaten, 
toxic to 
dogs and 
cats 

both n/a medium occasional 
whiteflies, 
fungus 

Annual Gerber Daisy; 
Gerbera 
Daisy 

Gerbera 
jamesonii 

12-18" x 
12-15" 

n/a none both n/a unknown crown or 
root rot if 
soil is too 
wet; subject 
to leaf spots 

Annual Impatiens, 
New Guinea 

Impatiens 
hawkeri 

12-18" x 
12-18" 

fast none both n/a medium fungus, 
slugs, 
Japanese 
beetles 

Annual Mandevilla Mandevilla 
sanderi 

vine or 
small 
shrub 

n/a milky sap 
can irritate 
skin & may 
be toxic if 
eaten 

both n/a unknown occasional 
aphids, 
scale, 
mealybugs 

Annual Marigold Tagetes spp. 6-30" x 8-
18" 

medium none ground n/a medium occasional 
spider mites 
particularly 
in dry 
weather 

Annual Melampodiu
m 

Melampodium 
paludosum 

12-18" x 
12-18" 

fast reseeds 
occasionall
y but not 
enough to 
be a 
nuisance 

ground n/a medium fungus 

Annual Moss Rose Portulaca 
grandiflora 

4-8" x 8-
14" 

medium none ground n/a high mites 

Annual Pansies Viola x 
Wittrockiana 

4-6" x 6-
8" 

medium none ground n/a medium occasional 
slugs or 
aphids 

Annual Pentas Pentas lanceolata 12-18" x 
12-18" 

medium none both n/a high fungus 

Annual Periwinkle; 
Madagascar 
Periwinkle; 
Vinca 

Catharanthus 
roseus 

1-2' x 1-2' medium none both n/a unknown root rot will 
cause decay 
of the roots 
and lower 
stems 

Annual Petunia Petunia spp. 6-12" x 
10-24" 

medium if eaten, 
leaves are 
poisonous 

both n/a high stem rot, 
rare 

Annual Purslane Portulaca 
oleracea 

2-3" x 12" medium none ground n/a high occasional 
snails 

Annual Salvia 
splendens, 
Scarlet sage 

Salvia splendens 12" x 8" medium none both n/a low none 

Annual Salvia, Blue Salvia farinacea 18" x 12" medium none both n/a medium none 



Annual Snapdragon Antirrhinum 
majus 

6-36" x 6-
10" 

medium none ground n/a medium occasional 
caterpillars 

Annual Sweet Potato 
Vine 

Ipomoea batatas 3-8' long fast if eaten, 
toxic to 
dogs, cats, 
horses; 
grows fast 
so must be 
regularly 
maintained
/trimmed 

contai
ner 

n/a low flea beetles 
sometimes 
make 
pinholes in 
leaves 

Annual Torenia, 
Wishbone 
Flower 

Torenia fournieri 8-12" x 
10" 

medium upright 
form 
reseeds 

both n/a medium rare 

Annual Verbena, 
Moss 

Verbena 
aristigera 

8-12" x 3-
6' 

medium none both n/a unknown none 

Annual Zinnia Zinnia spp. 6-48" x 6-
18" 

fast allow for 
good air 
circulation 

both n/a unknown susceptible 
to powdery 
mildew 

Conifer Podocarpus, 
'Pringles' 

Podocarpus 
macrophyllus 
'Pringles' 

1-4' x 1-3' slow none ground n/a high none 

Cycad Cardboard 
Palm 

Zamia furfuracea 4-5' x 4-5' slow poisonous ground n/a medium occasional 
scale and 
mealybugs 

Cycad Coontie Zamia floridana 3-4' x 3-4' slow undergrou
nd stem is 
poisonous 

ground n/a unknown prone to 
mealy bugs 
and scales; 
control scale 
or it could 
kill this plant 

Groundco
ver 

Blue Daze; 
Blew My 
Mind; Blue 
My Mind 

Evolvulus 
glomeratus 

12" x 12-
18" 

medium none ground n/a high fungus, 
scale 

Groundco
ver 

Bulbine Bulbine 
frutescens 

12" x 8-
12" 

medium none ground n/a medium none 

Groundco
ver 

Chenille 
Plant, Dwarf 

Acalypha pendula 6" x 12-
18" 

medium none both n/a medium none 

Groundco
ver 

Ferns, Wart Microsorum 
scolopendria 

24" x 18-
24" 

medium none ground n/a unknown rare, root 
rot if soil is 
too wet 

Groundco
ver 

Jasmine 
minima or 
Asiatic 
jasmine 

Trachelospermum 
asiaticum 
'Minima' 

6" tall medium if eaten, 
parts of the 
plant are 
toxic; sap 
can be 
toxic to 
skin 

ground n/a high few 

Groundco
ver 

Liriope Liriope muscari 
'Evergreen Giant' 

1-3' x 2' slow do not 
overwater 

ground n/a high fungus 



Groundco
ver 

Orchid, 
Garden; 
Ground 
Orchid 

Spathoglottis 
plicata 

2' x 2' medium none ground n/a unknown none 

Groundco
ver 

Walking Iris Trimezia 
martinicensis 

2' x 2' medium none ground n/a unknown none 

Groundco
ver / 
Accent 

Bromeliad, 
Aechmea 
spp. 

Aechmea spp. 12-48" x 
24-48" 

slow leaves have 
spines 

both n/a medium root rot with 
over-
watering 

Groundco
ver / 
Accent 

Bromeliad, 
Neoregelia 
spp. 

Neoregelia spp. 4-36" x 6-
26" 

slow leaves have 
spines; 
mosquitoes 
can breed 
in the 
center well 

both n/a medium root rot with 
over-
watering 

Groundco
ver / 
Accent 

Coffee, Wild Psychotria 
nervosa 

3-8' x 3-6' fast attracts 
tons of 
bees 

ground n/a medium croton scale, 
sooty mold 

Herbaceo
us 
Perennial 

Iris, African; 
Butterfly Iris 

Dietes vegeta 2-6' x 1-2' slow seldom 
blooms 

both n/a unknown occasional 
nematodes 

Herbaceo
us 
Perennial 

Begonia, 
Odorata 

Begonia odorata 
'Alba' 

18-30" x 
18-24" 

medium none both n/a low brown spots 
on leaves 
(fungus or 
bacteria) 
during rainy 
season 

Herbaceo
us 
Perennial 

Begonia, Pink 
Angelwing or 
Cane 

Begonia coccinea 
'Pink' 

3-7' x 2-3' medium none ground n/a low fungus 
causes 
brown spots 
on the 
leaves 

Herbaceo
us 
Perennial 

Kalanchoe Kalanchoe 
blossfeldiana 

18" x 18" n/a low poison 
severity 

both n/a unknown root rot if 
soil is too 
wet; 
frequent 
disease and 
insect 
problems 

Herbaceo
us 
Perennial 

Lily-of-the-
Nile; African 
Lily 

Agapanthus 
africanus 

18-30" tall slow none ground n/a medium occasional 
caterpillars, 
grasshopper
s 

Herbaceo
us 
Perennial 

Milkweed; 
Butterfly 
Weed 

Asclepias 
curassavica 

24-36" x 
8-12" 

medium if eaten, 
poisonous; 
sap is a 
skin irritant 

ground n/a unknown occasional 
aphids and 
bugs 



Ornament
al Grass 

Mondo 
Grass; Dwarf 
Lilyturf 

Ophiopogon 
japonicus 

6-10" x 6-
12" 

slow mow once 
in late 
winter 

ground n/a unknown none 

Ornament
al Grass 

Muhly Grass; 
Pink Muhly 
Grass 

Muhlenbergia 
capillaris 

1-3' x 16-
36" 

medium none ground n/a unknown none 

Palm Alexander 
Palm 

Ptychosperma 
elegans 

20' x 4' for 
single 
trunk, 
wider for 
multiple 
trunks 

medium pollen from 
the flowers 
can cause 
allergies 

ground yes high spiraling 
whitefly, 
ganoderma 

Palm Buccaneer 
Palm; Cherry 
Palm 

Pseudophoenix 
sargentii 

10-20' x 8-
12' 

slow flowers 
attract 
bees; 
falling 
debris from 
stalks can 
cause mess 
(fruit-
bearing) 

ground yes high unknown 
disease, 
probably 
phytophthor
a 

Palm Cat Palm Chamaedorea 
cataractarum 

6-8' x 6-8' medium fruits are 
an irritant 

ground no unknown none 

Palm Christmas 
Palm; 
Adonida Palm 

Adonidia merrillii 15' x 8' for 
single 
trunk, 
wider for 
multiple 
trunks 

medium pollen from 
the flowers 
can cause 
allergies 

both yes high lethal 
yellowing, 
spiraling 
whitefly, 
ganoderma 

Palm Foxtail Palm Wodyetia 
bifurcata 

30' x 10-
14' 

fast none ground yes high spiraling 
whitefly, 
ganoderma 

Palm Montgomery 
Palm; Feather 
Palm 

Veitchia 
montgomeryana, 
Veitchia arecina 

25-30' x 8' 
for single 
trunk, 
wider for 
multiple 
trunks 

fast none ground yes unknown spiraling 
whitefly 

Palm Roebelenii 
Palm; Pygmy 
Date Palm 

Phoenix 
roebelenii 

10' x 6' for 
single 
trunk, 
wider for 
multiple 
trunks 

slow sharp, long 
spines at 
the base of 
the fronds, 
take care 
when 
pruning 

ground no high spiraling 
whitefly 

Palm Silver Palm Coccothrinax 
argentata 

10-20' x 6' slow none ground no high spiraling 
whitefly 

Palm Spindle Palm Hyophorbe 
verschaffeltii 

20-25' x 5-
10' 

slow none ground yes high spiraling 
whitefly, 
lethal 
yellowing 



Shrub Azalea Rhododendron 
spp. (Azaleas) 

wide 
range of 
sizes 

medium none ground n/a unknown mites, root 
rot, 
lacewings, 
leafminors 

Shrub Beautyberry Callicarpa 
americana 

4-8' - 4-8' medium edible 
berries can 
cause 
stomach 
ache 

ground n/a medium cucumber 
mosaic 
virus, 
whitefly, 
deer 

Shrub Caricature 
Plant 

Graptophyllum 
pictum 

4-7' x 3-4' medium leaves turn 
brown 
when 
sensitive to 
the cold 

both n/a unknown holes in the 
leaves 
usually 
indicate 
caterpillars 
or snails; 
occasional 
scale 

Shrub Chenille Plant Acalypha hispida 4-10' x 4-
7' 

fast milky sap 
from leaves 
and stems 
is 
poisonous; 
do not eat 
or touch 
the sap 

both n/a medium occasional 
mealybugs, 
aphids, scale 

Shrub Clusia Clusia guttifera 5-10' x 3-
6' 

fast if eaten, 
parts of the 
plant are 
poisonous; 
handling 
the plant 
can irritate 
skin 

ground n/a unknown occasional 
scale, 
insects 

Shrub Cocoplum Chrysobalanus 
icaco 'Red Tip' 

3-12' x 2-
10' 

medium none ground n/a medium pestalotia, 
lobate lac 
scale, Sri 
Lanka 
weevil, 
spiraling 
whitefly, 
croton scale 

Shrub Copperleaf Acalypha spp. 3-8' x 3-7' fast none both n/a medium croton scale, 
spiraling 
whitefly, 
mealybugs, 
mites, 
aphids, 
scales 

Shrub Spiral Ginger, 
Costas 
barbatus 

Costas barbatus 7-8' x 6-8' fast none ground n/a low none 

Shrub Croton in 
Pink, Red, or 
Yellow Tones 

Codiaeum 
variegatum 

3-9' x 2-8' medium milky sap 
can stain 
clothes 
and/or be a 
skin irritant 

both n/a high croton scale 
is a serious 
pest (refer 
to UF IFAS 
video on 
YouTube) 



Shrub Curly Ruffle Acalypha 
wilkesiana 
'Godseffiana' 

4-8' x 2-3' fast none ground n/a medium occasional 
mealybugs 

Shrub Dombeya 
'Seminole' 

Dombeya 
'Seminole' 

6-8' x 6-8' fast attracts 
bees 

ground n/a medium none 

Shrub Draceaena 
reflexa 'Song 
of India' 

Draceaena reflexa 
'Song of India' 

3-13' x 3-
6' 

slow none both n/a high none 

Shrub Duranta 'Gold 
Mound' 

Duranta erecta 
'Gold Mound' 

12-48" x 
12-48" 

medium thorns on 
stems; if 
eaten, fruit 
is 
poisonous 

ground n/a medium susceptible 
to root-knot 
nematodes 
and whitefly 

Shrub Dwarf 
Yaupon Holly 

Ilex vomitoria 
‘Nana’ 

4-7' x 6-
10' 

slow grow wider 
than tall 

ground n/a unknown none 

Shrub Ficus, 'Green 
Island' 

Ficus microcarpa 
'Green Island' 

1-3' x 1-3' slow sap can 
irritate 
skin; if 
eaten, can 
cause 
stomach 
ache 

ground n/a high occasional 
scale, 
fungus 

Shrub Firebush, 
Native and 
Compact 

Hamelia patens 
var. patens 
(Native) and 
Hamelia patens 
var. glabra 
(Compact) 

6-20' x 4-
8' (Native) 
4-8' x 3-6' 
(Compact) 

fast none ground n/a low grasshopper
s, occasional 
mites, 
aphids, 
scales 

Shrub Firespike Odontonema spp. 4-7' x 3-6' fast none ground n/a low occasional 
snails 

Shrub Ixora Nora 
Grant 

Ixora 'Nora Grant' 3-10' x 2-
8' 

medium hand-
prune after 
plant has 
stopped 
blooming, 
once every 
fall 

ground n/a medium occasional 
aphids and 
sooty mold 

Shrub Ixora Super 
King 

Ixora casei 'Super 
King' 

2.5-8' x 2-
6' 

medium prune after 
plant has 
stopped 
blooming, 
once every 
fall 

ground n/a medium can be 
susceptible 
to 
nematodes 

Shrub Ixora, Red 
Taiwan Dwarf 

Ixora 'Petite' 18-48" x 
12-36" 

slow none ground n/a medium scale 

Shrub Loropetalum; 
Chinese 
fringe flower; 
Chinese witch 
hazel 

Loropetalum 
chinensis 

6-15' medium none ground n/a unknown generally 
disease and 
pest free 

Shrub Mussaenda Mussaenda spp. 4-9' x 6-
12' 

medium stems and 
leaves can 
cause skin 
irritation; 
completely 
bare in 
winter 
season 

both n/a unknown none 



Shrub Panama Rose Rondeletia 
leucophylla 

4-7' x 4-7' medium none ground n/a unknown none 

Shrub Philodendron 
Xanadu 

Philodendron 
'Xanadu' 

3-4' x 3-4' medium sap is an 
irritant 

ground n/a medium leaf spot 
fungus may 
initially 
appear but 
disappears 
once 
established 

Shrub Pinwheel 
Jasmine 

Tabernaemontan
a divaricata 

3-8' x 3-5' medium (might be 
poisonous) 

ground n/a unknown root rot if 
soil is too 
wet 

Shrub Plumbago Plumbago 
auriculata 

3-5' x 3-4' medium can cause 
skin 
irritation 
and 
blistering 
after 
contact 

both n/a medium occasional 
whitefly, 
scale, mites; 
fungus if soil 
is too wet 

Shrub Podocarpus, 
Shrub 

Podocarpus 
macrophyllus 
'Maki' 

3-35' - 
1.5-10' 

medium plant away 
from 
pavement 
as leaves 
drop 
heavily; if 
eaten, 
fruits are 
toxic 

both n/a high scale, sooty 
mold 

Shrub Porterflowers
; 
Porterweeds 

Stachytarpheta 
speciosa (pink) / 
Stachytarpheta 
urticifolia (blue) 

5-6' x 5-8' 
(pink) /  
3-4' x 2-4' 
(blue) 

fast none ground n/a unknown none 

Shrub Powderpuff, 
Dwarf 

Calliandra 
haematocephala 
'Nana' 

3-5' x 3-4' slow none ground n/a low none 

Shrub Sanchezia Sanchezia 
speciosa 

3-7' x 3-5' medium leaves turn 
brown 
when 
sensitive to 
the cold 

ground n/a medium if holes 
appear in 
the leaves, 
can be 
caused by 
snails or 
caterpillars 

Shrub Shrimp Plant, 
Golden 

Pachystachys 
lutea 

3-6' x 2-3' medium none ground n/a low occasional 
caterpillars 
or snails 

Shrub Snowbush Breynia disticha 2-8' x 1.5-
3' 

medium pull out 
runners 
once a year 

ground n/a medium occasional 
caterpillars 

Shrub Thryallis Galphimia gracilis 4-6' x 3-4' medium somewhat 
brittle after 
first 
planted 

ground n/a low occasional 
caterpillars 
and mites 

Shrub Ti Plant, Pink 
Diamond 

Cordyline 
fruticosa 'Pink 
Diamond' 

5-9' x 3-4' medium if eaten, 
toxic to 
dogs and 
cats 

ground n/a low spiraling 
whitefly 



Shrub Ti Plant, Red Cordyline 
fruticosa 

3-6' x 2-3' medium if eaten, 
toxic to 
dogs and 
cats 

ground n/a low spiraling 
whitefly; 
occasional 
leafspot, 
scale, 
mealybugs, 
snails 

Shrub Trinette a.k.a. 
Dwarf or 
Variegated 
Arboricola 

Schefflera 
arboricola 
'Trinette' 

2-8' x 2-4' slow none ground n/a high occasional 
Alternaria 
blight, a 
fungal 
disease 

Shrub Viburnum Viburnum 
suspensum 

2-8' x 1.5-
4' 

medium none ground n/a medium none 

Shrub / 
small tree 

Fiddlewood Citharexylum 
fructicosum 

5-8' x 3-5' 
/ 25' x 15' 
tree 

medium flowers 
attract 
bees 

ground n/a unknown susceptible 
to whitefly 

Shrub / 
small tree 

Hibiscus, 
Anderson 
Crepe 

Hibiscus 
'Anderson Crepe' 

7-12' x 5-
8' 

fast may 
require 
staking; 
fallen 
flowers can 
stick on 
pavement 

ground n/a low aphids, scale 

Shrub / 
small tree 

Hibiscus, 
Seminole 
Pink 

Hibiscus 
'Seminole Pink' 

6-9' x 5-7' fast may 
require 
staking; 
fallen 
flowers can 
stick on 
pavement 

ground n/a low aphids, scale 

Shrub / 
small tree 

Jamaican 
Caper 

Capparis 
cynophallophora 

5-11' x 4-
8' 

slow none ground n/a medium croton scale 

Shrub / 
small tree 

Japanese 
Privet 

Ligustrum 
japonicum 

8-12' x 15-
25' 

medium none both n/a unknown occasional 
thrips and 
mites; soil 
nematodes 
for sandy 
soil 

Shrub / 
small tree 

Marlberry Ardisia 
escallonioides 

6-20' x 4-
12' 

medium none ground n/a medium none 

Shrub / 
small tree 

Necklace Pod Sophora 
tomentosa var. 
truncata & var. 
occidentalis 

3-8' x 3-8' medium seeds are 
poisonous 

ground n/a medium fungus 
under 
certain 
conditions, 
caterpillars, 
mealybugs 

Shrub / 
small tree 

Silver 
Buttonwood 

Conocarpus 
erectus var. 
sericeus 

3-20' x 2-
8' 

medium none ground n/a unknown spiraling 
whitefly, 
sooty mold, 
scale, mites 



Shrub or 
groundco
ver 

Croton, 
Mammy 

Codiaeum 
variegatum 
'Mammy' 

18" x 18" slow milky sap 
can be skin 
irritant to 
humans/pe
ts 

both n/a high croton scale 
can be a 
serious 
problem; 
susceptible 
to spiral 
whitefly 

Terrestrial 
Orchid 
(grows in 
the 
ground) 

Orchid, Reed 
Stem 

Epidendrum spp. 2-3' tall medium none both n/a medium none 

Tree Frangipani Plumeria spp. 12-25' x 
10-16' 

slow touching or 
eating can 
cause skin 
irritation or 
mild 
stomach 
pain; 
completely 
bare in 
winter 
season 

ground n/a unknown susceptible 
to spiraling 
whitefly; 
routinely 
gets rust on 
leaves but 
goes away 
naturally 
when tree 
defoliates 

Tree Frangipani 
'Pudica'; 
Bridal 
Bouquet 

Plumeria pudica 6-12' x 5-
8' 

medium touching or 
eating can 
cause skin 
irritation or 
mild 
stomach 
pain 

both n/a unknown Frangipani 
caterpillars, 
rust, 
mealybugs, 
spiraling 
whitefly 

Tree Geiger Tree Cordia sebestena 20' x 15' medium none ground n/a high Geiger 
beetles can 
be a major 
pest 

Tree Golden 
Senna, Desert 
Cassia 

Senna polyphylla 7-9' x 5-6' slow none ground n/a low occasional 
caterpillars 

Tree Poinciana, 
Dwarf 

Caesalpinia 
pulcherrima 

10-15' x 
10' 

medium toxic to 
dogs and 
cats, 
poisonous 
and thorny 

ground n/a unknown none 

Tree Silver 
Buttonwood 
Tree 

Conocarpus 
erectus var. 
sericeus 

8-20' x 6-
15' 

medium none ground n/a high spiraling 
whitefly, 
sooty mold, 
scale, mites 

Tree Simpson's 
Stopper 

Myrcianthes 
fragrans 

4-25' x 3-
20' 

slow none ground n/a high spiraling 
whitefly, 
croton scale, 
occasional 
Guava rust 
disease 



Tree / 
shrub 

Crepe Myrtle Lagerstroemia 
indica 

20' tall medium flowers 
drop so 
keep away 
from 
pavement; 
completely 
bare in 
winter 
season 

ground n/a high none 

Tree / 
shrub 

Jatropha; 
Dwarf 
Jatropha 

Jatropha 
integerrima 
'Compacta' 

4-10' x 3-
7' 

medium poisonous 
if ingested 

ground n/a medium occasional 
scale or leaf 
miners 

Tree or 
hedge 

Japanese 
Fern Tree 

Filicium decipiens 30' x 20' 
when 
mature, 
can be 
maintaine
d 20' x 15' 
(or as a 
hedge) 

medium none ground n/a unknown none 

Vine Bleeding 
Heart Vine 

Clerodendrum 
thomsoniae 

stems can 
grow to 
15' long, 
easily 
managed 

medium requires 
support 

ground n/a unknown occasional 
mites and 
nematodes 

Vine Confederate 
Jasmine Vine 

Trachelospermum 
jasminoides 

variable medium none ground n/a medium can develop 
scale or 
sooty mold 

Vine Petrea, 
Queen's 
Wreath 

Petrea volubilis variable medium none ground n/a unknown none 

Vine, 
shrub, or 
small tree 

Bougainvillea, 
Red or Purple 

Bouganvillea 
glabra 'Barbara 
Karst' (red) or 
Bouganvillea 
glabra (purple) 

grows up 
to a 
height of 
20' so 
maintain 
at 7' x 4-8' 

fast sharp 1-2" 
thorns, 
high 
maintenan
ce (needs 
lots of 
trimming) 

ground n/a medium occasional 
leaf-chewing 
worms or 
aphids; 
caterpillars 
but don't 
spray (they 
are baby 
butterflies) 

 


